
 
 

 
Richard Kramer: "In no time everyone will consider alcohol-
free printing as normal" 
 
 

The figures at Koninklijke De Vries , Sneek (NL) leave no room for 
misunderstanding. Two million packs a day, made by 130 professionals in a 
company with more than 145 years of experience. The company is making the 
complete switch to alcohol-free printing with Tower Millennium HSW-200EU 
fountain solution. 
 
 
With almost a century and a half of 
experience, De Vries is a specialist in the 
field of folding cartons and packaging. 
Richard Kramer – production manager 
press: "here at De Vries we printed with 
alcohol for around fifty years, until the day 
we cleaned a Rapida 106 from Koenig & 
Bauer and started working with Tower 
Millennium HSW-200EU fountain solution. 
Within half an hour we printed 18,000  

 
sheets per hour. The strange thing is that 
everyone thought that was normal." 
 
Fire insurance 
Kramer does not hide his enthusiasm for 
alcohol-free printing with Tower 
Millennium HSW-200EU. "Before you take 
that step, try to get answers to questions. 
What are the risks? Is there an 
alternative? Can you easily go back after  



Would you like to know more about the 

Tower pressroom chemistry?  

 

Please contact us via e-mail 
sales@towerproducts.eu or by 
telephone  +31 297 289 691.   
 
Of course you can test our pressroom 
chemistry on your press without 
obligation. 

 
 
 
 
the switch? From the moment we cleaned 
the dampening system on one of our 
presses properly, we started printing. 
Problem-free. Afterwards you think: 
could’nt we have taken that step sooner?  
 
With our production we want to keep our 
footprint as small as possible and move 
forward in terms of sustainability. 
Furthermore, the health of the operators 
plays an important role. 
 
Kramer mentions another element that 
plays a role in wanting to produce alcohol-
free. "Ink and alcohol shouldn't be stored 
together. The fact that you no longer have 
alcohol in your company makes a huge 
difference in the fire insurance premium." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Richard Kramer thinks that all the presses 
will run alcohol-free within the near 
future. "The contamination of your 
dampening solution rises slightly after the 
start, only to fall sharply afterwards. The 
press runs so clean that you can see the 
bottom of the containers. However, the 
dampening rollers do require a slightly 
wider adjustment. The operators don't 
find that a problem at all. On the contrary: 
they are not only curious, but also very 
enthusiastic. This is partly because almost 
from the very first sheet the press is on 
colour and the process is very stable". 
 
Customers do not ask for alcohol-free 
printing, but the account managers at De 
Vries are happy to spread the news. "We 
are BRC-certified and have an obligation 
to make every effort to work as 
sustainably as possible. Partly thanks to 
Tower Millennium HSW-200EU and Wifac, 
we at De Vries are taking a big step 
forward in this respect". 
 
Richard Kramer  

Koninklijke De Vries, Sneek (NL)  

 
 


